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songs and give vent to all their passions.    On that day no one is responsible for any breach of morality.
Like other primitive races, and the Hindus generally, the 22. Fast Oraons observe the Lenten fast, as explained by Sir J. G: Frazer, ^^e after sowing their crops. Having committed his seed with every propitiatory rite to the bosom of Mother Earth, the savage waits with anxious expectation to see whether she will once again perform on his behalf the yearly miracle of the renewal of vegetation, and the growth of the corn-plants from the seed which the Greeks typified by the descent of Proserpine into Hades for a season of the year and her triumphant re-emergence to the upper air. Meanwhile he fasts and atones for any sin or shortcoming of his which may possibly have offended the goddess and cause her to hold her hand. From the beginning of Asdrk (June) the Oraons cease to shave, abstain from eating turmeric, and make no leaf-plates for their food, but eat it straight from the cook ing-vessel. This they now say is to prevent the field-mice from consuming the seeds of the rice.
" The colour of most Oraons," Sir H. Risley states, " is 23. Physi the darkest brown approaching to black ; the hair being jet- anc^anT black, coarse and  rather inclined to be frizzy.     Projecting costume jaws and teeth, thick lips, low narrow foreheads, and broad Ora flat noses are the features characteristic of the tribe.    The eyes are often bright and full, and no obliquity is observable in the opening of the eyelids."
"The Oraon youths," Dalton states, "though with features very far from being in accordance with the statutes of beauty, are of a singularly pleasing class, their faces beaming with animation and good humour. They are a small race, averaging 4 feet 5 inches, but there is perfect proportion in all parts of their form, and their supple, pliant, lithe figures are often models of symmetry. There is about the young Oraon a jaunty air and mirthful expression that distinguishes him from the Munda or Ho, who has more of the dignified gravity that is said to characterise the North American Indian. The Oraon is particular about his personal appearance only so long as he is unmarried, but he is in no hurry to withdraw from the Dhumkuria community, and generally